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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A banknote validator for determining the value and authenticity of a banknote is 
provided. The banknote validator includes a magnetic sensor, an optical sensor, and a non-return 
gate. The magnetic sensor includes a magnetic circuit and an electronic circuit. The optical 
sensor includes a trapezoidal light guide, a broadband light source for illuminating a banknote 
via the light guide, and sensors for detecting light reflected from the banknote. The non-return 
gate includes banknote-guiding means for guiding the banknote along a banknote path and for 
controlling the direction of the banknote's travel based on its acceptability. 


